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TEACHING LANGUAGE SYSTEMS FOR COMMUNICATION
Introduction

Compulsory for English majors, 40 hours, Semester 4. 
Aim
By the end of the course students will be able to select and apply different approaches to teaching and learning grammar, phonology and vocabulary for communicative purposes relevant to their context.

Objectives
By the end of the course students will:

· have an awareness of the role of grammar, phonology and vocabulary in a communicative approach to language teaching;
· be able to analyse effective teaching and learning materials for grammar, phonology and vocabulary;
· be able to design relevant grammar, phonology and vocabulary teaching and learning materials; 
· be able to use concordancing programmes to investigate questions concerning the meaning, use and register of lexical and grammatical items as well as to use in teaching practice;
· be aware of the role of accuracy and fluency in teaching language systems;
· know how to correct students’ language mistakes appropriately. 
Indicative content

· Teaching Grammar 

· What is Grammar? (Grammar and meaning; Grammar and function)
· Deductive and inductive approaches to teaching grammar 
· Teaching grammar in context 
· Noticing. Language Awareness

· Using grammar reference books

· Evaluating grammar activities

· Designing grammar activities

· Teaching Vocabulary

· What is a word? What is learning a word? 
· Teaching vocabulary in context
· Teaching lexical items/lexical chunks/collocations

· Presenting vocabulary (use of pictures, realia, songs, multimedia etc.)
· Using corpus data for pedagogical purposes

· Developing students’ vocabulary learning strategies

· Evaluating vocabulary activities

· Designing vocabulary tasks

· Teaching phonology 

· The importance of pronunciation for successful communication

· Teaching stress (word stress, sentence stress)  
· Teaching intonation, attitudinal and grammatical functions of intonation 
· Teaching sounds in isolation vs sounds in context

· Evaluating phonology activities

· Designing phonology tasks
· Error correction

· Accuracy vs fluency in teaching language systems
· Error correction techniques
Approaches to teaching and learning

· Experiential learning 

· Task-based practical work 

· Mini-lectures on key areas

· Discussion of key issues

· Self-study

· Reflection as a learner and as a teacher

· Evaluating teaching and learning materials

· Designing a piece of teaching and learning materials 

Learning outcomes

By the end of the course students should:

· have developed a clear understanding of the place of language systems in a communicative approach to language teaching
· have designed a piece of communicative teaching and learning material including treatment of grammar and/or vocabulary and/or phonology. 
Assessment profile 
Semester 4 
	Continuous Assessment 

· Reflective Essay  (based on reflection on how students were taught grammar/vocabulary/phonology)

· Essay (based on the evaluation of a piece of teaching material with reference to how grammar/vocabulary/phonology is treated)

· Participation


	40%
15%
20%
10%



	Mid-course Assessment 

· Designing a communicative task on vocabulary

· Designing a communicative task on grammar

· Designing a communicative task on phonology


	30%
10 %
10%

10%

	Final Assessment 

· Article report
· Teaching one of the developed tasks + reflection


	30%
15%

15 %
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