PRESETT Curriculum Reform project                                                                                   Syllabus: Integrated Skills 2


INTEGRATED SKILLS 2

Introduction

Compulsory for English majors. 80 hours for practical classes over Year 2, semesters 3 – 4

Aim
By the end of Year 2 students will
· be able to use the four language skills in integrated ways to a level equivalent to Band B2 in the CEFR 
· have increased their intercultural awareness and developed their intercultural competence. 

Objectives
In Year 2 students will:
· become more aware of their language skills in general and be able to identify the specific areas in which improvement is needed by being engaged in communicative tasks.
· have developed their ability and increased their confidence in using the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in an integrated way transferable to various contexts through accomplishing a wide range of project work and intercultural awareness activities.
· have developed their fluency in speaking and writing.
· have learned how to work cooperatively in teams of different size and composition.
· have learned how to acquire information from different sources in the target. language(e.g. books, magazines, newspapers, brochures, documents, films, tape, signs, lectures etc.) and how to use this information in their work.
· be able to evaluate critically and interpret effectively messages related to intercultural issues and to apply this knowledge in communication. 

· have a deeper understanding of different assumptions, values and beliefs across cultures. 

Indicative content
This course will continue Integrated Skills 1, reinforcing the use of language skills more effectively for intercultural communication. Particular attention will be paid to improving students’ fluency and confidence in language use and developing their intercultural competences.
	Topics
	Suggested intercultural awareness activities 
	Suggested projects

	1. Uzbekistan and the world


	1. Students read and evaluate articles or extracts from books, newspapers, magazines or websites written by foreigners who have visited their town, country or region.
2. Ss prepare a leaflet for foreign guests who are visiting Uzbekistan for the first time stating the things that should be avoided and the kind of behaviour expected from guests in Uzbek culture
	1.“Welcome to Uzbekistan”

( guidebook for  visitors)
2. “Discover Uzbekistan”

(tourism fair)



	2. Work and business


	1. Ss are given the following problem situation: You are a manager of a foreign company in Uzbekistan and you are going to hire a new employee. There are four candidates who are applying for this job and all four have higher education and know English quite well. One is a middle-aged Uzbek woman, married with 2 children, the second is a Russian male who has just graduated from the university, the third is a young unmarried Tajik woman, and the last one is an ex-group mate of yours. Who will get the job? Based on what assumptions did you make this decision?  Optional: Ss can be given role cards and they act out the process of interview. 
2. Ss read a text about business etiquette in different countries (e.g. inviting business partners to lunch/meeting/)
	1.“Street interviews”

(oral report based on the survey results on gender issues in work)
2. “Business etiquette”

(handbook for businessman)


	3. Environment


	1. Ss read a problem situation about an Uzbek student who lived in a British family and didn’t know how to use the two taps and sink plugs to save water. Then Ss are given the picture of “two taps and sink plugs” and asked for the possible reasons for having them in Great Britain. Then Ss discuss attitudes to water saving in Uzbekistan.   

2. Ss are given pictures of recycling bins in Great Britain (e.g. from: http://www.fotolibra.com/gallery/610050/illustrated-recycling-bins/like/ ) and asked to state the reasons for having them. Ss discuss whether people recycle things or not in Uzbekistan? They may also speak about their own responsibilities for keeping the environment clean. 
	1.“Our planet”

 (conference on environmental issues)
2. “Environmental pollution”

(poster presentation)



	4. Relations


	1. Ss are given statistics on divorce rates in different countries and ask Ss opinion about it.

2. Ss write a short essay on  “What it means to be polite in my culture”
	1.“Divorce”

(drama dealing with the reasons for divorce)

2. “Politeness in different cultures”

(illustrated presentation)



	5. Cross-cultural communication 
	1. Students find different samples of verbal and non-verbal messages that may cause cultural misunderstanding and present them in class in the form of a role-play. (e.g. “Thumbs Up”
The thumbs up sign in most American and European cultures means things are going according to your plans or something you approve of. However, the going good sign translates into a rude and offensive gesture in Islamic and Asian countries. In Australia, it means OK, but if you move it up and down, it is considered as a grave insult. 

Ss may act out a scene between an American and Asian businessmen who used some gestures and misunderstood each other)
2. Students are given a problem situation about an Uzbek exchange student who has encountered problems and misunderstandings in a foreign country and asked to give possible suggestions for solving them (e.g. Alisher, an exchange student in the USA, says that he does not have enough confidence to try to make friends with Americans and he feels like he "might do something they wouldn't like.)

	1. Gestures (poster presentation) 

2. Culture shock (guide book for exchange students) 

	6. Mass media


	1. Ss listen to a British radio programme or watch a British/American TV show and present an Uzbek /Russian interpretation of it.

2. Ss are shown a photo of passengers on a metro train in Tashkent and the underground in London to compare and contrast newspaper-reading habits of different nations. 
	1.“The Internet after 10 years”

( radio programme)
2. “Our newspaper”

(small group newspaper)



	7. Ethical issues in medicine, science and technology


	1. Ss are shown photos of people who have undergone plastic surgery and asked to discuss attitudes towards this in different cultures/countries  

2. Ss search for information about the reasons for and consequences of producing GMF in different countries and discuss their findings in class. 
	1.“Plastic surgery” 
2. “Genetically modified food”

(scientific conference)


	8. Education


	1. Ss analyse a list of Top 10 Universities in the world and discuss the things that should be done in their universities in order to be included in this list. 

2. Ss are given illustrations of school uniform from different countries and asked to compare them to those in Uzbekistan. Ss may also role play people from different cultures discussing the reasons for having school uniform.
	1. “The University of my dreams”

(educational fair)
2.“School uniform”

(poster presentation:)



	9. Social issues


	1. Ss read an article about an Old People’s Home in Europe  and compare and contrast it to the way how elderly people are treated in the East

2. Ss search for information on cases of breaking law in different countries (e.g. driving through a red light, shoplifting, etc) and penalties for them. Then Ss discuss what the penalties are for them in Uzbekistan and analyse the similarities and differences.
	1.“Community service” (helping elderly people, visiting orphanages, etc) (video report)

2. “Law and justice” (e.g. a debate about the law on shoplifting)
(talk show)



Approaches to teaching and learning
· Task-based practical work in groups
· Discussion of key issues

· Project work

· Self study

· Presentation

· Writing portfolio entries

· Conducting surveys
· Role play

· Internet searches and other means of investigating topics
· Work on transferable skills, e.g.

-  problem solving (through a variety of tasks)

-  team work (through group work and pair-work)

-  research skills (through preparation of projects)

-  presentation skills (through practice in class)

-  critical thinking (through engaging with ideas in texts, internet etc.)

-  development of intellectual awareness (through multiple perspectives on topics in Year 2      syllabus)

-  reasoning (through planning arguments and expressing opinions)

· Work on intercultural awareness skills, e.g.

- observing, identifying and recognising
- comparing and contrasting
- negotiating meaning
- dealing with or tolerating ambiguity
- effectively interpreting messages
- limiting the possibility of misinterpretation
- defending one's own point of view while acknowledging the legitimacy of others 
- accepting difference
Learning outcomes
By the end of Year 2 students should have
· developed proficiency in analysing findings and facts and communicating results orally or in writing 
· improved their fluency in expressing themselves formally and less formally in speech and in writing (e.g. through presentations, drama, reports).

· produced written and oral narratives about project work, newspaper and magazine articles, radio and TV programmes, and about selected stories, songs, paintings related to their field of interest at a higher level
· developed a range of transferable skills and intercultural competences 

Assessment profile
Semester 3

	Continuous Assessment

· Participation (see introduction for the specified criteria)

· Project 1

· Project 2

· Project 3

(Students may select three projects out of four projects in semester 1 based on the indicative content for assessment. See the specifications.)


	75% 

10%

25 %

25 %

25 %



	Final Assessment 

Reflective writing (see the specifications)
	15%




Semester 4

	Continuous Assessment

· Participation (see introduction for the specified criteria)

· Project 1

· Project 2

· Project 3

(Students may select three projects out of five projects in semester 2 based on the indicative content for assessment. See the specifications.)


	75% 

10%

25 %

25 %

25 %



	Final Assessment 

Reflective writing (see the specifications)
	15%
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Suggested newspapers and magazines:

National Geographic   

Newsweek
The Economist
The New Scientist

Uzbekistan Today

UzTEA Newsletter

Suggested web sites:

www.silkpress.vrc.uz/archive/silkroad/2-2004/uzbekistan.shtml www.sairamtour.com/uzbekistan/uzbek national dress.html
www.macmillanenglish.com/readers
www.businessenglishonline.net
www.bbc.co.uk/radio
www.climatercrisis.net
www.friendsreunited.co.uk.

www.encyclopedia.com
www.guide2womenleaders.com
http: //wikipedia.org

http: // info.britannica.co.uk 
http: // liveearth.org

http: // wonderclub.com
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