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Syllabus:  Language Learning 


LANGUAGE LEARNING
Introduction
Compulsory for English majors

40 hours for practical classes over Year 2, semester 3 

Aim 

To acquaint students with theories of language learning and their relationship with teaching methods, techniques applicable to their own learning and teaching situations 
Objectives
By the end of the course students will 
· obtain an overview of  key issues and research findings in language learning
· learn via readings, discussions and written tasks to relate the ideas of the course to their thoughts and experiences both as learners and future teachers

· reflect on their own language learning  processes by linking theories of language learning with practical experience
Indicative content
This course provides an introduction to the ways and means through which languages other than the mother tongue are learned and taught. It introduces students to second language learning as a social, psychological, and linguistic phenomenon. The course focuses on theories and issues related to practical concerns of language teaching methodology.

	Introduction to and overview of the course 

Language, Learning, and Teaching

The good language learner 


	Cognitive Factors in Learning 

Transfer, Interference, Overgeneralization

Inductive and Deductive Reasoning

Aptitude and Intelligence

Systematic Forgetting



	Learning Styles and Strategies
Learning Styles

Learning Strategies

Communication Strategies



	Affective Factors in Learning
Self-esteem

Inhibition

Risk-taking

Anxiety

Attitude and Motivation



	Errors and Interlanguage
Mistakes and Errors

Identifying and Describing Errors

Sources of Error

Fossilization


	Age and acquisition 
Types of Comparison and Contrast 
The Critical Period Hypothesis

Bilingualism


Approaches to teaching and learning
· Task-based practical work
· Discussion of key issues
· Reading assigned readings 
· Keeping a second language learning autobiography or a diary
· Mini-lectures in key areas

· Debate

· Article discussion

· Self-study

· Structured reflection as a learner and future teacher

· Case study

Learning outcomes:

By the end of Year 2 students should have

· increased their awareness of the practical implications of theories of language learning and methods, approaches, techniques for the field of learning and teaching
· produced written narratives based on their own second language learning autobiographies
· applied the concepts, constructs, and models of language learning to a personal experience of learning a foreign language via discussions, activities, and case studies
Assessment profile
Semester 3
	Continuous Assessment
Participation (see introduction for the specified criteria)
Debates

Journal Entries

	40%
10%
20%
40%


	Final Assessment

Language Learning Profile
	30%
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