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Syllabus: Classroom Investigation 1

CLASSROOM INVESTIGATION 1
Introduction

Compulsory, Year 3, 20 hours, Semester 6. (to be continued in Semester 7)
Aim

By the end of Year 3 students should develop an understanding of the ways of researching classroom for professional development.
Objectives

By the end of Semester 6 students will:
· be aware of the importance and phases of classroom investigation
· be aware of the role of observation for developmental purposes
· be able to design and use tools for data collecting (e.g. observations, questionnaires, interviews)
Indicative content

Classroom Investigation is a systematic form of research which involves collecting evidence on which to base structured and meaningful reflection.
· Stages of classroom investigation (teacher problem identification and formulating a realistic research question, action planning (choosing appropriate data collection method), data collection, data analysis, action planning.
· Designing data-collecting tools and understanding their advantages and disadvantages
· observation (by peer or using video recording)
· interview (structured, semi-structured, unstructured)

· questionnaire to students and teachers
· diary

· case study

· field notes

· evidence of student performance

· The need for triangulation of data sources
· Observation procedure

· Stages of observation (pre-observation, observation, post-observation)

· Giving (in oral and written form) and receiving feedback 
Approaches to teaching and learning

· Task-based sessions

· Discussions

· Self study 

· Case study (based on good practice in classroom observation)
· Classroom Observation tasks

· Guided reading

· Shared analysis of samples of classroom investigation data

· Designing research tools

Learning outcomes 

Students should have developed:

· The ability to design data collecting tools appropriate for the research question
· The ability to carry out focused classroom observation for developmental purposes 
· The ability to plan and carry out classroom investigation for a research paper
	Continuous and Mid-course Assessment 

· Participation

· Design of Questionnaire 
· Design of Interview form 

	70%

10%

30%
30%



	Final assessment 

· Design of Lesson observation form


	30%




Assessment profile
Semester 6
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