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ENGLISH AS AN INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE
Introduction

Compulsory, Year 3, 20 hours, Semester 6 

Aims
· to raise students’ awareness of the development of English as an international language
· to expose students to different varieties of English for recognition purposes 

Objectives

By the end of the course students will be able to:

· demonstrate a systematic understanding and critical awareness of the linguistic, historical, social and cultural circumstances contributing to the development of English as an international language
· identify and differentiate between main varieties of English as an L1 (British, American, Australian, Irish) and as an L2 (e.g. Indian, Uzbek, etc.)
Indicative content

· Globalisation and the spread of English in the modern world

· Background to English becoming an international language: social and political circumstances (more focus on the current status of English rather than on its history)
· Language change and the factors that influence it (e.g. internet, business, diplomacy, etc.)
· The future of English 

· Varieties of English

· English as a mother tongue (UK, US, Australia, etc.), second (e.g. India, Singapore) and foreign language (e.g. Uzbekistan and other CIA countries)

· Equal acceptability of varieties of English in different contexts (standardisation forces vs. diversifying forces)
· What variety to teach: consistency in teaching English

Approaches to teaching and learning

· Task-based learning (e.g. language analysis) 

· Discussions

· Research

· Self-study

· Presentations

Learning outcomes 

Students should have developed their:

· awareness and knowledge of the linguistic, historical, social and cultural background to the emergence of English as an international language.
· ability to distinguish between main varieties of English

· ability to decide on a variety of English for teaching and learning purposes
Assessment profile
Semester 6
	Continuous Assessment 

· Participation

· Research report
	40%

10%

30%

	Mid-course Assessment 

· Presentation
	30%

	Final Assessment 

· Analysis
	30%
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