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GRAMMAR IN CONTEXT 

Introduction

Compulsory for English majors, 160 hours over semesters 1 and 2

Aims
· to develop students’ awareness of the relationship between form and meaning of grammar structures in context

· to enable students to use grammatical forms appropriately in communication

Objectives
By the end of Year 1 students will:

· be able to use grammatical structures to convey meaning in communication

· be able to recognise and use structures appropriately  both in spoken and written English

· be able to understand the link between form and meaning of new grammar structures in different communicative settings

· be able to notice the characteristic features of English grammatical patterns and structures and compare them with those in L1 to enhance learning of those patterns and structures

· be able to understand  the importance of accuracy in communication

· be able to use grammar reference books independently.

Indicative content 

Communicative views of grammar 

· form vs. function 

· notions and functions 

· communicative grammatical categories e.g. expressing hypothetical meaning, ways of reporting speech, modal meaning, ways of comparing and contrasting, ways of linking ideas etc. 

The grammatical system  

· parts of speech 

· articles and determiners 

· the verb phrase
· conjunctions

· syntax 

· questions, answers, negatives    

· quantifiers  

· areas of L1 interference 

Strategies

· effective use of grammar reference books
· noticing and awareness raising 
Approaches to teaching and learning

The teaching in this course should focus on the use of grammar for communicative purposes and not on grammatical structures as isolated objects of study. This is likely to involve: 

· Text based tasks 

· Seminar discussions 
· Awareness raising activities
· Training in use of grammar reference books
· Student led question and answer sessions
· Activities to compare English with L1   
Learning outcomes

By the end of Year 1 students should have developed:
· their ability to communicate effectively and accurately using appropriate grammatical forms 

· increased awareness of the relationship between grammatical form and communicative function 

· autonomous learning strategies in the area of grammar

Assessment profile    

Semester 1 

	Continuous Assessment  

· Participation 

· use of grammatical structures in spoken context 

· use of grammatical structures in written context

· text analysis tasks

· matching form with function 
	40 %

10%

10%

10%

5%

5%

	Mid-course Assessment 

Text-based tasks

 task 1

 task 2

 task 3  
	30%

10%

10%

10%

	Final assessment 

Grammar test 
	 30%


Semester 2 

	Continuous Assessment  

Participation

· use of grammatical structures in spoken context 

· use of grammatical structures in written context

· text analysis tasks 

· matching form with function 
	 40%

10%

10%

10%

5%

5%

	Mid-course Assessment 

Text-based tasks  

· task 1

· task 2 

 Reflective writing (reflection)
	30%

10%

10%

 10%

	Final assessment 

Grammar test 
	 30%
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