PRESETT Curriculum Reform project 

Syllabus: Listening and Speaking 1 


LISTENING AND SPEAKING I
Introduction

Compulsory for English majors, 80 hours in Semesters 1-2. 

Aim
By the end of Year 1 students will be able to understand and speak English to a level corresponding to Band B1 in the CEFR.

Objectives
By the end of Year 1 students will:

· have worked on a range of listening text types (TV news, stories, ads on TV, series of announcements) for understanding and discussions; 
· be able to use a variety of strategies to achieve comprehension, including listening for main points; checking comprehension by using contextual clues;

· be able to understand main points of radio news bulletins, TV programmes and some films in standard dialect on familiar topics;
· be able to identify a speaker’s mood, tone and attitude;

· be able to start, maintain and close simple face-to-face conversations on topics that are familiar or of personal interest;
· be able to give or seek personal views and opinions in an informal discussion;

· be able to give detailed accounts of experiences, describing feelings and reactions
· have a good standard of pronunciation. 
Indicative content
Listening 

Text types for listening

· Conversations, dialogues 

· Telephone conversations

· Public announcements (e.g. train/airport announcements) 

· Instructions (e.g. classroom instructions, instruction for carrying out simple tasks such as cooking, repairing a bicycle)

· TV and radio news, weather broadcasts 

· Monologues (e.g. presentations, talks, speeches etc.)

· TV and radio documentaries 

· Fiction films

· Songs 
· Audio books

Strategies 

· listening for main idea

· listening for specific information 

· listening for identifying a speaker’s mood, emotions, attitude

Spoken Interaction 

· interactional talk (greetings, apologising, leaving, thanking and other main language functions for communication)

· expressing likes and dislikes
· giving personal information
· showing understanding (e.g. by echoing speaker’s words or by comment/question) 
· keeping conversation going 
· asking for clarification 
· participating in discussion on familiar topics 
· turn-taking and interrupting 
· strategies for starting and ending a conversation
· restating and paraphrasing 
· recognising and using appropriate cultural conventions in spoken interaction (e.g. use of please and thank you, greeting conventions)
· using appropriate body language during interaction (e.g. leaning forward to show active listening, nodding to show understanding)
Pronunciation 

· intonation (recognising grammatical and attitudinal functions of intonation)
· stress (word stress, sentence stress)
· checking pronunciation in dictionary
· areas of L1 interference 
Approaches to teaching and learning
· Discussion
· Role-play
· Simulation
· A variety of listening tasks based on video and audio recorded texts  
· Keeping a Learning Log

· Self-study (e.g. extensive listening, working on pronunciation)

Learning outcomes
By the end of Year 1 students should have:
· developed strategies to promote understanding of a range of listening text types on topics listed in the curriculum for Year 1;

· developed an ability to take part in and sustain a conversation on any of the topics in the curriculum for Year 1 in informal contexts. 
Assessment profile
Semester 1: 

	Continuous Assessment 

· Listening Logs
· Role-play  

· Discussion  

· Participation 


	40%

15%

5% 

5%

10%

	Mid-course Assessment 

· Discussion (based on a film or an audio recording)

· Listening test (focusing on developing listening strategies)


	30%

15%

15%



	Final Assessment 

· Listening test (focusing on students’ use of  effective listening strategies)

· Role-play  (see the specification) 


	30%

20%

10 %


Semester 2:

	Continuous Assessment 

· Listening Logs 

· Interview (see the specifications)
· Simulation
· Participation 


	40%

15%

10%
5%
10%

	Mid-course Assessment 

· Self-assessment task (record a conversation with a friend + analysis of the speech + reflection on the performance  (see the specifications)
· Listening test


	30%

15%

15%

	Final Assessment 

· Pair discussion (see the specifications) 
· Listening test


	30%
15%
15%


Indicative bibliography 
NB: All these books are accompanied by cassettes or CDs.

	Doff, A. & C. Becket (1991) Cambridge Skills for Fluency: Listening 1. Cambridge: CUP

	Doff, A. & C. Becket (1995) Cambridge Skills for Fluency: Listening 2. Cambridge: CUP

	Craven, M. (2004) Listening Extra. A resource book of multi level skills activities, Cambridge: CUP

	Hancock,  M. (2003) English Pronunciation in Use. Self-study and classroom use. Intermediate and above, Cambridge: CUP

	Harmer, J. (2003) Just Listening and Speaking, Intermediate, Marshall Cavendish Elt

	Harmer, J. (2007) Just Listening and Speaking: Pre-intermediate Level, Marshall Cavendish Elt

	Phillips, T. (2003) Skills in English. Listening. Level 1., Garnet Publishing

	Phillips, T. (2003) Skills in English. Listening. Level 2.,Garnet Publishing 


Audio materials (tapes, CD etc.)

Video materials (DVD, VHS etc.) 
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