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VOCABULARY 1
Introduction

Compulsory for English majors 
80 hours for practical classes over Year 1, semesters 1 and 2
Aims
· to enlarge the range of students’ vocabulary

· to develop students’ ability to recognise and use words in communication
· to enhance students’ use of appropriate strategies for building and storing vocabulary

Objectives

By the end of Year 1 students will be able to:

· recognise word meaning in the context of topics they are familiar with (description of events, feelings, ambitions, dreams, wishes, etc.)
· identify appropriate uses of words, phrases in topics familiar to them, of personal interest or relevant to everyday life (family, hobbies, work, travel, etc.)

· recognise and use stress patterns of words relevant to the topics they are familiar with
· recognise and apply a range of strategies for guessing, storing and learning vocabulary
· make appropriate use of resources (e.g. paper, electronic and on-line dictionaries etc.) to build their vocabulary

· identify the difference between active and passive vocabulary for their own needs

Indicative content

(Relevant to topics for Year 1)

Lexical systems

· Lexical relationships - synonymy, antonymy, homonymy (e.g. knight – night, a book – to book), hyponymy (e.g. animal – cat, dog, cow)
· Word fields (words relating to one topic area, e.g. environment)
· Set phrases and lexical chunks (e.g. phrasal verbs such as turn off and phrases such as to and fro, pros and cons)
· Idioms (e.g. to bucket down)
· Varieties e.g. autumn (BrE) – fall (AmE)
· Word formation (e.g. compound nouns and adjectives, suffixes, prefixes and roots)
· Abbreviations (UN, UK, www, Ltd.)
· Collocations (e.g. pay attention, black coffee, also adjectives and verbs + prepositions, e.g. dependent on, look at, include in)
Strategies
· Dictionary training (monolingual/bilingual, paper/electronic/on-line)
· Guessing meaning from context
· Different ways of organising vocabulary notebooks (e.g. visual, webs, T-sheets, etc.)
· Different ways of learning (e.g. learning by heart, setting daily targets, learning by association, mnemonics, etc.)

Approaches to teaching and learning
· Text-based tasks for inferring meaning of vocabulary from context 
· Task-based activities for using vocabulary in context 
· Awareness raising activities 
· Dictionary research activities

· Work on vocabulary notebooks

Learning outcomes 

Students should have developed:
· their active and passive vocabulary on the topics dealt with during Year 1.
· the ability to use their active vocabulary for communication on Year 1 topics.

· a range of strategies for guessing, storing and learning vocabulary.
Assessment profile
Semester 1
	Continuous Assessment   
· activities for using vocabulary in context (gap fill, role-play for using certain vocabulary, etc.);

· text-based tasks for guessing meaning of vocabulary from context (word-formation, matching, etc.) and from co-text (e.g. syntactical clues) 

· Vocabulary notebooks (use of different vocabulary organising/building strategies) 
· participation
	   40%

   10%

   10%

   10%

   10%

	Mid-course Assessment 
· Test 1 (both knowledge and strategy based: see specifications) 
· Test 2
	   30%

   15%

   15%

	Final assessment 
Final Test (both knowledge and strategy based: see specifications)
	   30%


Semester 2

	Continuous Assessment   
· activities for using vocabulary in context (gap fill, role-play for using certain vocabulary, etc.);

· text-based tasks for guessing meaning of vocabulary from context (word-formation, matching, etc.) and from co-text (e.g. syntactical clues) 

· participation


	   40%

   10%

   10%

   10%

   10%

	Mid-course Assessment 
· Test 1 (both knowledge and strategy based: see specifications) 
· Reflection
	   30%

   15%

   15%

	Final assessment 
Final Test (both knowledge and strategy based: see specifications)
	   30%


Indicative bibliography
McCarthy, M. and O’Dell, F. (1999) English Vocabulary in Use - Elementary. Cambridge: CUP
McCarthy, M. and O’Dell, F. (2004) English Phrasal Verbs in Use. Cambridge: CUP
Redman, S. (1997) English Vocabulary in Use – Pre-intermediate. Cambridge: CUP
Thomas, B.J. (1986) Intermediate Vocabulary. Harlow: Longman
Thomas, B.J. (1990) Elementary Vocabulary. Harlow: Longman

PAGE  
1

