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 WRITING I
Introduction

Compulsory for English Majors, 80 hours in semesters 1-2

Aim
By the end of Year 1 students will be able to write a range of text types on the topics in the curriculum for Year 1 to a level of proficiency equivalent to Band B1 in the CEFR.

Objectives
By the end of Year 1, students will:  

· be able to analyse the characteristics that make certain types of written texts (See Indicative Content) effective;

· be able to construct sentences;

· be able to link sentences with appropriate connectors and transitions to build cohesion in their writing; 

· be able to write coherent paragraphs with adequately developed  beginning, middle and ending;

· have acquired a basic understanding of how to adapt appropriate writing styles to various audiences;

· have learned how to use planning, editing, and revising techniques to improve writing quality.

Indicative content 
For analysis and production:
Writing text types

· short, simple postcards, and invitations;

· form completion with personal details;

· short CVs and personal statements;

· simple notes, messages relating to matters in areas of immediate need;

· personal letters including expression of feelings and description of events/people/objects;

· e-mail, posting to forum discussions;

· short stories;

· shopping lists;

· food recipes;

· diary 

Paragraph building

· gathering ideas to plan their writing (mindmapping, clustering, brainstorming, simple researching..);

· choosing an appropriate topic;

· developing a topic sentence (topic with controlling idea);

· supporting topic sentence;

· deciding on style according to purpose and readership;

Language items

· sentence construction (English word order, sentence fragments);

· subject-verb agreement;

· 3 types of sentences: simple, complex, compound;

· connectors (and, but, or, etc.) and transitions (in addition, however, therefore, etc.);

· lexical choice (choosing words that work, formal and informal words, collocations);

· punctuation, capitalisation, run-ons (sentences where two independent clauses are combined incorrectly);

Avoiding copying and plagiarising in writing

 Approaches to teaching and learning
· Task-based practical work

· Keeping a learning log

· Out of class writing tasks

· Writing as a process:

· In class pre-writing activities

· Drafting and redrafting

· Peer reviewing

· Self-evaluation
Learning outcomes
By the end of Year 1 students will have:  
· learned how to build effective communication through writing text types specified in Indicative Content;

· acquired an understanding of the characteristics of good writing at this level; 
· learned how to plan, draft, edit and revise their writing in straightforward ways and assembled a selection of their best writing in a portfolio submitted for assessment.
Assessment profile
Semester 1
	Continuous Assessment 

· Classroom and homework 

· a final draft of 2 main writing assignments throughout the semester (from Indicative Content e.g. a short paragraph, a personal letter, short report, a recipe, etc)


	40%

10%

3x10% = 30%



	Mid-course Assessment 

· Peer-editing 

· a test with 4 tasks, total 20 items
	30%

10%

20%


	Final Assessment 

· Portfolio including 2 entries (Entry 1 and Entry 2) and collection of student’s best pieces of writing done throughout the course
	30%




Semester 2:

	Continuous Assessment 

· Class work and homework 

· a final draft of 2 main writing assignments throughout the semester (a paragraph, a critical report of the reading/film, a short story, etc)


	40%

10%

3x10% = 30%

5% 

	Mid-course Assessment 
· a test with 4 tasks, total 20 items 

· Error Log with self-evaluation record 
	30%

20%

10%



	Final Assessment 

· Portfolio including 2 entries (Entry 3 and Entry 4) and collection of student’s best pieces of writing done throughout the course

	30%
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