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Assessment specifications: Grammar in Context

GRAMMAR IN CONTEXT
Assessment specifications
Assessment criteria for continuous assessment

· Accuracy (based on the degree to which a student speaks/writes without grammatical mistakes). 

· Task response (in tasks such as story telling, describing a picture (use of grammar structures in context), story-telling, e.g. chain story (using correct tense forms and time adverbs (use of functions for communication, e.g. by recognition tasks) etc.

· Appropriate use of grammar structures in different communicative settings

· Showing clear understanding of the link between form and meaning

The impact of the grammar course will be felt in the assessment of Speaking and Writing where accuracy will also be a criterion.

Assessment criteria for text-analysis task

· Students’ ability to make a connection between grammatical choice and meaning

· Students’ understanding of the use of a certain grammatical form and its link with meaning 

· Students’ familiarity with the grammar of different genres

Sample Text-analysis Task

Look at the following short text and answer the questions, which follow:

Man Pulled Alive From Trent

After yesterday’s heavy rain, a man was pulled from the swollen River Trent in Nottingham and taken to the General Hospital where his condition was last night described as stable.  His identity has not yet been established, but he is believed to be a visitor to the city and in his thirties.  A police spokesman appealed for the man’s rescuers to come forward, saying “When this man recovers, he will want to know who saved his life.”  The spokesman went on to say that the police will want to interview the man when he is well enough as they need to find out how he came to be in the water. 

1. Look at the headline.  Which words do you need to add to make it       into a complete sentence?  Why are they missing here?

2. Who pulled the man from the river?

3. Who took him to hospital?

4. Who described his condition as stable?

5. Who believes that he is a visitor to the city?

6. Give (a) a grammatical and (b) a communicative reason for your answers to questions 2, 3, 4 and 5.

7. Why did the journalist choose direct speech in one case and indirect speech in another when reporting the police spokesman’s words?

8. Which rule about reported speech is broken in the last sentence?  Why is it broken here?

Assessment Criteria for the task

· Student’s answers to the questions show an ability to make a connection between grammatical choice and meaning.

· Answer to question 1 shows familiarity with the grammar of newspaper headlines.

· Answers to questions 2 – 6 show understanding of the use of a certain grammatical form and its link with meaning

· Answers to questions 7 & 8 show student’s awareness of when a writer uses direct or indirect speech in a report, and also awareness of the relationship between form and meaning.

 Speaking task specification  
 Students should speak on the given topic for 2 min. using the appropriate grammar structure.  

Suggested topics:

· If I were a millionaire (conditionals)

· My plans for the future (future tenses)

· What I did last week  (past tense)

· Giving instructions (imperatives, modals)

· Recommending a shop, a cinema (modals, conditionals)

· My typical day (present simple)

Assessment Criteria for the task  10%

· Accuracy (e.g. appropriate use of Past Simple and “to be”, regular and irregular verbs, was/were, type of pronouns)                 4 %  

· Task response  (could manage on time, use the certain grammar points)   3 %

· Showing clear understanding of the link between form and meaning           3 %
Sample Text-based task  

Task 1 

Read the text below. In most lines there is one word, which is not needed. Write this word in the space provided after each line. 1-2 lines are correct. Put a tick (√) on these lines. There are two examples at the beginning.

The problem with foreign films is that they are in foreign languages.                 __√__0

People are often want to see a movie in a language they don’t                          _are_ 00

 know, but they can’t  to understand what the actors are saying.                          ___Q1
 There are two ways for movie makers to solve this problem –                         _____Q2
subtitles and dubbing. Neither method is not perfect. The disadvantages        _____Q3

of subtitles are that they are not accurate or is too short. 
                              _____Q4
That is, the actor’s words are do not translated correctly, or only                      _____Q5

 part of what he says is translated. In than older films, especially,                            _ Q6
 the subtitles are hard very to read because the words are the same                _____Q7

color as the background.   

Test specification 

· Focus: grammar points (Mistakes which students make  frequently: using “to” after modals;)

· Topic: foreign films 

· Test method: spot the error 

· Appropriate instruction

· Number of words: 62  

· Number of items: 7 + 2 examples 

· Scoring: 1 item 1score

· Source 

· Key

Task 2  

Read the text and complete the gaps with the words from the box. There are more words then you need. There is an example at the beginning (0).

	a) are/is


	b) books
	c) from
	d) live



	e) on
	f) parents
	g) sleep
	h) their



	 i) uniforms 


	j) where
	
	


                                Where do princes go to school?

Prince William and Prince Henry, the sons of Prince Charles, attended Eton College, one of the oldest and most famous private schools in England. (0)__h____ father and grandfather attended a very different private school, Gordonstoun in Scotland. 

Both Eton and Gordonstoun (8) _____ boarding schools, which mean that pupils (9) _____at the school and only see their (10) ______ during the school holidays. Pupils board at Eton and Gordonstoun (11) ______ the age of 12 or 13, but there are some boarding schools (12)______ the pupils are only five years old.

Pupils at Eton wear very old-fashioned (13) ______. Eton boys wear tailcoats, waistcoats, pinstripe trousers and they used to wear top hats.

Test specification

· Focus: noun; verb; preposition; vocabulary; conjunction

· Topic: education  

· Test method: banked gap filling  

· Appropriate instruction

· Number of words: 115

· Number of items: 5 + an example 

· Scoring: 1 item 1score

· Source 

· Key

Task 3

Read the text below. Some words are missing from the text. Change the words in the brackets to complete each gap in the text. Write only one word on each line. There is an example at the beginning (0).

 
A new language has been invented in Nicaragua. The first school for deaf  

(0) _children_ (child) was set up in the late 1970s with 80 (Q14) ______ (pupil). Until they started their education the pupils (Q15) ______ (do) not know how to communicate with signs. US psychologist, Ann Senghas, has (Q16) ______ (study) this community and discovered that not only did the children  develop their own (Q17) ______ (sign) for words but they also have a complex grammar like all languages. This one has evolved as new generations of pupils join the school. 

Test specification

Focus: one point =noun (singular and plural forms); or verb tenses; 

· Topic: language

· Test method: word formation 

· Appropriate instruction 

· Number of words: 88  

· Number of items: 4 + an example 

· Scoring: 1 item 1score

· Source:  

· Key:

Final Use of English (grammar) Test Specification 

· Authentic and semi-authentic text

· Length: number of words: 250-350

· Text type:  more than 1 text; max 3 texts: fiction/article/advert/interview 

· Topic: (avoid sensitive, discriminative texts)

· Test method: more than one test method per a text

· Focus: grammar points (see Indicative Content)

· Number of items: 36-40 items 

· Appropriate instructions + example if necessary

· An answer sheet if necessary

· Develop key

· Time: 80 min 

· Score: each item 1 score 
· Results should be announced within a day 

Reflective writing specification
Students write reflection (about 200 - 250 words) on their use of English. It should address the following:

· Your strengths and weaknesses in grammar  

· Strategies that helped you to improve your grammar

· What grammar reference book(s) you found helpful and why. 

· How you are going to improve your grammar further  

Assessment Criteria for reflective writing - 10%
	Task fulfillment 
	3%

	Accuracy
	4%

	Ability to reflect on own learning
	3%
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