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INDEPENDENT STUDY SKILLS 
Assessment specifications
1. LEARNER PORTFOLIO 
It is a collection of entries (reflective written bits) that you will produce over the semester. Each entry has a task that is described below.    

Entry 1    
Self-assessment  - 10%
Write a short reflective piece (about 150 words) answering the following questions:

· What do you think your level of English in terms of listening, spoken interaction and spoken production, writing and reading according to the Common European Framework of Reference? Why do you think so? 
· What level do you think you need to achieve by the end of Year 4? 
· What do you think you can do to work on your English apart from your studies? 

Criteria for assessment
	Ability to self-assess using the CEFR
	5%

	Ability to set realistic goals  
	5%

	Total: 
	10%


Entry 2  
What kind of learner I am

Write a short reflective piece (about 150 words) answering the following question:

· What have you discovered about yourself as a learner (e.g. your learning style) and how you are going to make best use of it. 

Example,

I have discovered that I prefer to have a teacher when I learn as I like someone to decide for me which books to choose, tell me what to do and how to do it. But I will try to be more independent, for example, I will do extra activities from the book. 

After doing the quiz, I have discovered that I am mostly a visual and kinaesthetic learner. Now, I know that I learn best when I see pictures, charts and diagrams, so I will use them more. I have learnt that chewing gum while learning is not as bad as my teacher used to say! 
Criteria for assessment

	Awareness of own preferences as a learner
	5% 

	Ability to make use of the strengths and weaknesses
	5%

	Total
	10%


Entry 3  
Characteristics of a good student

Write a short reflective piece (about 150 words) answering the following question:
· What do you think are the characteristics of a good student?
· How is it different to study in a secondary school and a University?
· Do you think you are a good student? Why? 
· How do you think you can be a better student? 
	Awareness of the importance of learner autonomy in a University setting
	5% 

	Ability to make comparisons
	5%

	Total
	10%


Entry 4.  
Evaluating own learning

Write a short reflective piece (about 150 words) answering the following question:
· How the ISS course helped you?

· What skills that you have learnt will be useful in your study and your future profession? 

· What other autonomous learning skills you think you need to develop and how you can do it? 

	Ability to reflect on own learning bringing in relevant examples
	5% 

	Ability to evaluate the learning outcomes of the course
	5%

	Ability to plan own study
	5%

	Total
	15%


2. LIBRARY RESEARCH
1. For this task you will have to choose one of the suggested topics from the ISS course list:

1. Motivation 

2. Stress management

3. Reflection

4. Learner Autonomy

5. Preparing for exams

3. Search for the materials in the library and internet on the chosen topic. 

4. Based on your reading and your interests narrow down the topic and make a title. 
5. Give references on the 5 sources (both on-line and in print: articles, books, encyclopedia entries etc.) which you think is relevant to the chosen title. Please also note where and how you have found each source, as well as provide brief notes on what kind of information one can find there.
Example, 

Topic: Internet

Title: Internet websites for learning English.

Bibliography: 

1. ELA Guide (2009). Skills for Life. British Council 

Where have I found it: In the British Council Learning Centre 
How have I found it: I asked the Learning Centre Counsellor to help me and she suggested this Guide. 

Short note: The Guide has a section on Using the Internet to enhance your learning and teaching of English. It provides some tasks on internet jargon, website addresses, podcasts, how to make information search and lots of recommended websites for learning English. 
2. …

3. ….

4. …..

5. ….

	Ability to search for sources (in libraries and the internet) 
	10%

	Ability to narrow down the topic
	10%

	Ability to give short description of a source
	10%

	Total
	30%


3. CASE STUDY
Read the following case and write a letter to Bakhrom recommending what he can do to improve the situation. Suggest specific actions he can take.  
	Bakhrom: This year my dream has come true – I became a student! My parents were so happy that I would learn foreign languages. I was studying happily. I made so many good friends in the University. But I started having problems… Now after two months of my study I am standing in the Dean’s office because of my poor results in mid-course assessment. I am in trouble!
I started thinking why it happened…

I should admit that it is difficult for me to get up early in the morning. I usually go to bed late at 1 or 2 am as I sit in the chat or meet my friends somewhere in a café or go to a bowling club. So from time to time I miss the classes, especially the first class in the mornings. Sometimes I forget to take my notebook as I don’t want to carry it with me the whole day. So because I don’t take notes during the classes I often forget what I had to do as homework and when I have to submit it. It results in missing the deadlines. Sometimes I do the homework myself usually during the breaks between the classes. Sometimes my friends give me their own work to copy out. I never stay after the classes and laugh at people who go to libraries. 
     I also have another problem - poor memory!   
     SOS! Help me! What can I do?



	Ability to identify the learning problems (e.g. poor time management,  lack of setting goals, inability to use memory techniques, no planning and note taking strategies)
	5%

	Ability to recommend specific learning strategies 
	5%

	Ability to relate the case to own learning experience
	5%

	Total
	15%
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