PRESETT Curriculum Reform project 

Assessment specifications: Writing 1 


WRITING 1
Assessment  specifications
EVALUATION OF CLASSWORK AND HOMEWORK-10%
Teacher may use the following criteria for assessing classwork and homework, as appropriate:

-engagement in classroom activities i.e. in planning (brainstorming, mindmapping, clustering, sequencing, organising a written text type), peer editing, whole class discussion, etc.;

- active involvement in peer-editing (being equipped  with self-developed checklist or agreed checklist provided by the teacher,  providing useful oral/written feedback on peer’s writing, cooperating by asking questions and sharing opinions, offering paraphrasing, replacement, appropriate vocabulary);      

- completion of homework such as bringing first draft of a new writing text, a revised draft, final draft, searching for and bringing to the classroom relevant materials, readings, etc.

SAMPLE CRITERIA FOR ASSESSING A WRITING TEXT TYPE
(they may vary based on the types of a writing text covered each semester 
(2 writing texts per semester 15% each):

	· Content and task response 
(relevance to assigned topic, to what extent the text is supported with details, facts, examples from readings and experience, keeping to word limit, following task instructions)


	3%

	· Organisation 

(how well the text type followed organisation principles, developed logically and systematically, presents coherent overall structure which is indicated to the reader by devices such as good paragraphing and discourse markers) 
	3%

	· Variety of vocabulary and structure 
(range of vocabulary, effective word choice and usage, varieties of sentence structures, subject/verb agreement, tense, number, articles, pronouns and prepositions
	2%

	· Mechanics 

(spelling, punctuation, capitalisation, appropriate headings)
	2%


Peer-editing
For completing this entry you need to take the following steps:

-choose one of the peer-evaluation checklist/forms provided by your teacher;

-edit your partner’s writing work based on the form;

-submit your evaluation form together with a copy of your peer’s edited work.

Assessment criteria

· Task response

· Appropriate of the items in peer-evaluation form for the writing text types

· Effective usage of error correction symbols in editing

Error Log

For this entry you will need to identify the most problematic error in your writing from self-evaluation recording (see Attachment 1below) and write a reflective paragraph focusing on the following issues:

· What is the cause of this error in your writings?

· What did you do on improving this error?

· Were the feedback/discussion/practice exercises helpful?

Write approximately 150 words and support it with example sentences from your writings.

Assessment criteria

· Task response

· Adequate support with examples

· Ability to reflect on writing experience

WRITING TEST – (4 tasks of total 20 items per semester)

For Semester 1

· Combine two simple sentences using appropriate conjunctions

· Distinguish complete sentences from fragments

· Correct run-on sentences

· Choose the best linking word

· Punctuating paragraphs

For Semester 2

· Break the text into paragraphs

· Identify the topic sentence in the given paragraph.

· Identify types of the paragraphs (descriptive/narrative).

· Edit the given paragraph.

· Identify odd out sentence in the given text that breaks the unity of the paragraph. 

· Other

PORTFOLIO SPECIFICATIONS AND ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

The portfolio needs to show what you have done on this course and how you have been developed as a writer in English. Therefore, it should include the final drafts of all your writing assignments and 3 entries per semester.

 ENTRY 1  Writing CV 
This entry should be submitted electronically if possible. 

Revise the CV that you have started to write in the Writing course and e-mail it to your teacher in the form of an application for a scholarship or a job. 

Assessment criteria

· Task response
· Organisation (layout, cohesion, order of items in CV)

· Appropriate style (word choice, level of formality)

 After feedback from your teacher, revise your CV and submit a hard copy in your portfolio.

ENTRY 2 An Informal Letter

Write a letter to your school friend describing the most memorable event in the first year of the university. Write about 150 words. 

Assessment criteria

· Task response

· Organization (layout, cohesion)

· Appropriate style (word choice, verb choice)

 ENTRY 3 A Summary of the story and an advertisement 

For this entry you need to 

a. write a 150 word summary of the story assigned by your teacher (based on what you have learned about a good summary writing)

b. write a 50 words- advertisement that encourages others to read the story.

Assessment criteria

· Task response

· Organization (layout, cohesion…)

· Variety of vocabulary/structure

· Design (for ads)

 ENTRY 4 Reflection Log
Write a 200 word reflective paragraph addressing questions such as

- Do I use more lexical variation now?

-Are my sentences longer and more complex?

-What grammar mistakes do I still make?

-How do I organise my written text?

-How can I continue to improve as a writer? 

Assessment criteria

· Task response

· Adequate support with examples

· Ability to reflect on writing experience

ATTACHMENT 1: SELF-EVALUATION RECORD
Task specification: Students should keep a regular record of their common mistakes in this self-evaluation form. After you get feedback from your teacher on the final draft of your writing assignment, count the number of errors you made for each type in each writing assignments, and put the number in the appropriate space. Then, write an example from the original sentence in column 3 and revised form in column 4. 

 SAMPLE OF SELF-EVALUATION FORM
	Types of Errors
	Number of errors in each assignment 
	Original example with error 
	Revised sentence

	
	#1
	#2
	#3
	
	

	Verb/tense form 

	
	
	
	
	

	Subject-verb agreement 
	
	
	
	
	

	Articles/determiners


	
	
	
	
	

	Noun-endings: singular, plural, possessives
	
	
	
	
	

	Word errors-word choice, word form, formal vs informal usage
	
	
	
	
	

	Spelling 
	
	
	
	
	

	Punctuation 
	
	
	
	
	

	Redundancy (use of unnecessary words)
 
	
	
	
	
	

	Word order 
	
	
	
	
	

	Sentence fragments 
	
	
	
	
	

	Run-ons 
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