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Assessment specifications:  Approaches to language teaching 

APPROACHES TO LANGUAGE TEACHING 
Assessment specifications

1. Discussions

Procedure: 

· Teacher or students choose an article (e.g. Hawkey R. Teacher and learner perceptions of language learning activity), an extract from a book on language teaching, activity or teaching technique discussion (e.g. Find someone who, Drilling) based on the items from the indicative content.

· The article, extract from a book or the description of the activity or teaching technique should be given in advance to students to ensure they are ready to discuss it.

· If in the group there are more than 8-9 people you can divide them into two groups and have 2 discussions in turns on the same or different topic. 

· One of the group members is nominated as a moderator, whose task is to chair the discussion, to sparkle the discussion and keep it on track, to prevent conflicts between the members, to make sure that every member has a chance to speak up. 

· The moderator introduces the issue and invites group members’ views on 

· importance of the issue, appropriateness of the ideas presented in the article, students own ideas/considerations regarding the issue, etc.
· effectiveness, appropriateness, advantages of and possible problems with the discussed activity or teaching technique 
· The discussion lasts for 30 minutes. 

· At the end the moderator summarises the discussion. 

	Task response (e.g. timing, for speakers – presenting and supporting an argument, moderator – facilitating the discussion) 
	2%

	Ability to critically analyse the ideas presented in the article, activity and teaching technique 
	3%

	Total
	5 %


2. Presentations

Students prepare a 10 minute presentation individually on comparing and contrasting different approaches, advantages and disadvantages of using a particular approach in a particular teaching context. The following topics can be recommended: 

· Role of Mother Tongue in Grammar-Translation and Audio-Lingual methods

· Advantages and disadvantages of drilling in grammar lessons

· Effectiveness of learning texts by heart in Communicative language teaching 

· ...
Assessment criteria:

	Task response (e.g. timing, presenting and supporting an argument) 
	1%

	Ability to critically analyse different approaches, advantages and disadvantages of using a particular approach in a particular teaching context 
	2%

	Ability to suggest possible solutions to the problem or changes to the way of teaching
	2%

	Total
	15%


3. Written assignments and presentation
Two written assignments and one oral presentation analysing/comparing/contrasting different approaches in different teaching contexts. Students decide which best two pieces of work they submit/do for assessment. The list of topics should be given to students 2 weeks prior.
Written assignment:

	Compare and contrast the teaching and learning processes in Communicative approach and drilling used in teaching grammar structures to young learners. Give examples to support your points. Your response should be about 500 words.  


Criteria for assessment 

	Task response (number of words, relevance)
	3%

	Ability to critically analyse the approaches in different teaching contexts
	4%

	Support
	4%

	Coherence
	2%

	Cohesion
	2%

	Total
	15%


Presentation:

	Compare and contrast the teaching and learning processes in Communicative approach and drilling used in teaching grammar structures to young learners. Give examples to support your points. Your response presentation should last about 5 minutes.  


Criteria for assessment 

	Task response (timing, number of words, relevance)
	3%

	Ability to critically analyse the approaches in different teaching contexts
	4%

	Support
	3%

	Coherence
	2%

	Cohesion
	2%

	Total
	15%


4. Essay 
Essay analysing/comparing/contrasting different approaches in different teaching contexts. The list of topics should be given to students 3 weeks in advance.
	Write an essay of about 500 words based on the following:

Choose two methods and/or approaches to language teaching (e.g. Direct method and Retelling) and describe similarities and differences in the views of language and culture central to them. Give examples to support your points. 


Criteria for assessment 

	Task response (number of words, relevance)
	3%

	Ability to critically analyse the approaches in different contexts
	4%

	Support
	4%

	Coherence
	2%

	Cohesion
	2%

	Total
	15%
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