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APPROACHES TO TEACHING LANGUAGE SYSTEMS FOR COMMUNICATION 
Assessment specifications 

1. REFLECTIVE ESSAY 

	Write an essay of about 350 words based on one the following:

Reflect on how you were taught grammar or vocabulary or phonology and comment on it in the light of the relevant theories and approaches. Give examples to support your points. You can describe one of the typical lessons that you had. 



Criteria for assessment 

	Task response (number of words, relevance)
	5%

	Ability to reflect on the learning experience and conceptualise it in the light of relevant theories and approaches
	5%

	Support
	3%

	Coherence and cohesion
	2%

	Total
	15%


2. ESSAY 

	Write an essay of about 500 words based on the following:

Choose a piece of teaching material on grammar, vocabulary and phonology from the existing course books (local school course books or modern international course books).

Evaluate how the language is treated in the light of the relevant theories and approaches. Give examples to support your points. Suggest ways of adaptation. 




Criteria for assessment 

	Task response (number of words, relevance)
	5%

	Ability to critically analyse the materials in the light of the relevant theories and approaches
	5%

	Support
	5%

	Coherence and cohesion
	5%

	Total
	20%


3. ARTICLE REPORT

You will need to report on a professional article related to the course. Write a short review/reflection (about 200-250 words) addressing the following:

1. why you find the article useful

2. how it relates to your learning and teaching context 
3. points that you agree or disagree with or find interesting (explain why)

Attach a copy of the article to your report.
Criteria for assessment 

	Task response (number of words, relevance)
	5%

	Ability to critically read a professional literature (expressing agreement/disagreement, reasons for choosing the article etc.)
	10%

	Total
	15%


The list of suggested articles: 
Batstone, Rob. (1996). Key Concepts in ELT: Noticing. ELT Journal, Volume 50/3, 8 paragraphs. Available: http://www3.oup.co.uk/eltj/hdb/Volume_50/Issue_03/freepdf/500273.pdf 

Bolitho, R. (1998) Language Awareness in the English Classroom. English Teaching Professional, Issue 6, p.3-6.

Bolitho, R. Teacher induced neuroses (continued): Article Neurosis. Accessed at:  http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/blogs/rod-bolitho/teacher-induced-neuroses-continued-article-neurosis 
Bowen, T. Grammar and vocabulary: techniques for autonomous vocabulary learning. Accessed at: http://www.onestopenglish.com/section.asp?catid=59439&docid=146470
Brook, A. and E.Torlakovic. The Role of Consciousness in Second Language Acquisition. 40 paragraphs. Available: http://www.cognitivesciencesociety.org/confproc/gmu02/final_ind_files/torlakovic_brook.pdf 

Clandfield, L. (n.d). Task-based grammar teaching. Retrieved 15th July 2007, from     http://onestopenglish.com/english_grammar/grammar_task_based.htm 

Cross, J. (December 2002) ‘Noticing' in SLA: Is it a Valid Concept? TESL-EJ. Vol. 6, No.3. Available: http://www-writing.berkeley.edu/TESL-EJ/ej23/a2.html 

Dowling, Sh. Delexicalised verbs. Accessed at: www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/articles/delexicalised-verbs
Dowling, Sh. Lexical notebooks. Accessed at: www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/articles/lexical-notebooks
Ebong, B & M. J. Sabbadini. Developing pronunciation through songs. Accessed at: http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/articles/developing-pronunciation-through-songs
Ellis, R. (2002). The Place of Grammar Instruction in the Second/Foreign Language Curriculum. In Fotos, Sandra and Eli Hinkel (Eds.), New Perspectives on Grammar Teaching in Second Language Classrooms (pp. 17-34). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc. 

Ellis, R. Options in Grammar Teaching (Speech Notes).
Available: http://www.tki.org.nz/r/esol/esolonline/teachers/prof_read/rod_ellis_e.php 

Hernández, G. The Importance of Pronunciation - The Mexican Perspective. Humanising Language Teaching On-line journal, Year 9; Issue 6; November 2007. Accessed at: http://www.hltmag.co.uk/nov07/sart03.htm
Hoey, M. What's in a word? Accessed at: http://www.onestopenglish.com/section.asp?catid=59439&docid=146468
Hunt,  R. Grammar and vocabulary: teaching students collocations. Accessed at: http://www.onestopenglish.com/section.asp?catid=59439&docid=155130
Kaye, P. Presenting new language. Accessed at: http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/articles/presenting-new-language
Keddie, J. Methodology challenge: Google fighting in the classroom. Accessed at: http://www.onestopenglish.com/section.asp?catid=59439&docid=154485
Krieger, D. Corpus Linguistics: What It Is and How It Can Be Applied to Teaching. Available: http://iteslj.org/Articles/Krieger-Corpus.html
Morley, C. Teaching the schwa. Accessed at: http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/articles/teaching-schwa
Mumford, S. Explaining grammar with metaphors. Humanising Language Teaching On-line journal, Year 7; Issue 3; May 05. Accessed at: http://www.hltmag.co.uk/may05/sart05.htm
Mumford, S. Grammar and vocabulary: learning vocabulary - connecting form and meaning. Accessed at: www.onestopenglish.com/section.asp?catid=59862&docid=155104
Pavicic, V. Vocabulary and autonomy. Accessed at: http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/articles/vocabulary-autonomy
Ryan, K. (2001). Interview With Rod Ellis. ELT News Online Journal, 37 paragraphs.
Available: http://www/eltnews.com/features/interviews/015_rod_ellis1.shtml 

Sysoyev, P. V. (1999). Integrative L2 Grammar Teaching: Exploration, Explanation and Expression. The Internet TESL Journal. Vol. V, No. 6.
Available: http://iteslj.org/Articles/Sysoyev-Integrative.html 

3. DESIGNING A COMMUNICATIVE TASK ON GRAMMAR, VOCABULARY AND PHONOLOGY

Before developing a task it is necessary to identify the specifications of the task you are going to develop. Besides designing the task itself, write a short task specification (about 200 words) considering the following questions: 

	Areas
	Comments

	· What materials am I going to use for the development of the task? (e.g. existing textbook, literature source, newspaper or other authentic materials) 
	

	· What level of vocabulary/grammar/phonology should the task be aimed at? (e.g. pre-intermediate) 
	

	· What is the precise focus of the task? (e.g. words related to a certain topic; different meanings of a word; stress, intonation etc.)


	

	· What type of task am I going to use? (e.g. open/banked gap-filling exercises; multiple matching; using texts with thinking questions; labelling and describing objects in a picture etc.)
	

	· What stages will be there in the task? (e.g. pre-, during- and post-reading)
	

	· Will my task be integrated with other skills/aspects? (e.g. speaking skills and grammar?) How?
	

	· Will the task combine different interaction patterns? (e.g. individual and pair work)
	


Criteria for assessment 
	Ability to design a task based on Communicative language teaching principles: 

· Primacy of meaning over form

· Tasks and texts should be close to real life

· Interactive mode of work (group work, pair work)

· Natural and spontaneous (free) use of language

· Balance between fluency and accuracy

	10%

	Total
	10%
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