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     Assessment specifications: Discourse analysis

DISCOURSE ANALYSIS
Assessment specifications
I Assessment criteria for continuous assessment

Text analysis tasks: 30%

Sample criteria:

Evidence of ability to distinguish between spoken and written discourse   10%

Evidence of ability to analyse different types of discourse                          10%

Evidence of ability to compare discourse types with L1                               5%

Evidence of ability to use specific features of spoken and 
written discourse in communication 





5%

II Mid-course assessment specification   30%

Assignment 1. Teacher gives written discourse task to students for analysis.
Sample task on written discourse analysis 

Text type: fiction

Focus: referencing
Look at the text and read it. Answer the questions below.   

The1 schoolmaster was leaving the2 village, and everybody3 seemed sorry. The4 miller at Cresscomble lent him5 the small white tilted cart and horse to carry his goods to the city of his destination, about twenty miles off, such6 a vehicle proving of quite sufficient size for the departing teacher’s effects.

1. How many schoolmasters were there in the village?  How do you know?

2. Does the reader already know which village is meant here?

3. Who does this refer to?

4. How many millers were there at Cresscombie?  How do you know?

5. Who does this refer to?

6. A vehicle like what?

7. Which of these references are anaphoric and which are exophoric?
Assignment 2.  Teacher gives spoken discourse task to students for analysis. 
Sample task on spoken discourse analysis

Text type: conversation at a travel agent’s
Focus: conversational moves  
Based on the task from McCarthy M (1991) Discourse Analysis for Language Teachers. CUP. p.173 
Read the script and answer the questions below.

1. Can you put the moves of this discourse into an order that produces a coherent conversation?  

2. The conversation takes place at a travel agent’s. What clues do you use to establish the correct order?
3. Are there any moves that are easier to place than others; and if so, why?         

‘you haven’t no, no.’

‘No … in Littlewoods is it?’


‘I’m awfully sorry, we haven’t … um I don’t know where you can try for Bath actually.’


‘Can I help you?’


‘Okay thanks.’


‘Yeah they’re inside there now.’


‘Um have you by any chance got anything on Bath?’

‘Um I don’t really know … you could try perhaps Pickfords in Littlewoods, they might be able to help you.’ 

4.  Think of a typical encounter with a stranger in the street (e.g. asking the way, asking for change). What is the minimum number of moves necessary to complete a polite exchange in a language that you know other than English?
Reflection 

For this entry you will have to write a reflective paragraph (no less than 150 words) addressing the following issues: 

· How the course helped to raise your awareness of the English language in use in terms of:
· Language skills (listening, speaking, reading, writing)

· Language systems (phonology, vocabulary, grammar)

Please provide examples. 
Assessment criteria - 15% 

· Task fulfillment  - 5%

· Showing clear understanding of the objectives of the course - 5%

· Ability to reflect on the impact of the course on language improvement -  5%  

Final assessment  specification 30%

· Students analyse one piece of written and one spoken discourse. 

· Final written work is limited to 80 min max.

Portfolio

Students should collect samples of spoken and written discourse. 
Entry 1 

For this entry students should collect at least five samples of the following written discourse types: 

· Fiction 

· Personal letters

· Formal letters

· Instructions 

· Advertisements 

· Newspaper articles

· Encyclopedia

· Invitations

· Menus

· Recipes, etc.
Then write an analysis (for about 150 words) of each sample focusing on discourse features covered during the course.    

Entry 2

For this entry students should collect at least five samples of the following spoken discourse types: 

· Informal conversations

· Language-in action

· Formal conversations (meetings, conferences, etc.)

· Telephone conversations

· News

· Oral instructions

· Announcements

· Lectures, etc.

Then write an analysis (for about 150 words) of each sample focusing on discourse features covered during the course.    

Include the recording of the data and transcript of the relevant extract. 
Entry 3 

For this task students should select samples of one type of written or spoken discourse in English and their native language. Then write an analysis (for about 150 words) focusing on similarities and differences in the discourse features. 
Assessment criteria for Portfolio Total: 30%
· Task completeness and fulfillment - 10%
· Ability to analyse written/spoken discourse features  - 10%
· Ability to support the analysis with examples – 10%
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