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LANGUAGE LEARNING
Assessment specifications

1. Debate
	Sample Specifications for Debate

You are going to express your views about how languages are learned and what the implications are for how they should be taught by being involved in debates. You are required to use books, newspaper/magazine articles, or the Internet to come up with your arguments.

Possible debate topics:

· Languages are learned mainly through imitation

· People with high IQs are good language learners.

· Students learn what they are taught.

· The earlier a second language is introduced in school programmes, the greater the likelihood of success in learning.

  Assessment criteria:

· Strong, appropriate, and interesting arguments

· Support by the evidence of research findings 

· Statistical support where appropriate

· Use of real life examples



	


	2. Language Learning Autobiography (Journal Entry)

Students are required to write journal entries that describe a previous or concurrent foreign language learning experience. By doing so, they will be better able to connect the issues that they explore in the classroom with a real-life, personal experience.

Journal should be written freely, without much concern for beautiful prose, or good grammar. It is a diary in which students can spontaneously record their feelings, thoughts, and reactions. The main rule to follow in writing a journal is to connect personal experiences of learning a foreign language with issues and studies covered in the course.

Sample Task for Journal Entry

 Write a piece of reflection of your personal experiences of learning a foreign language with issues and studies covered in the course (200-300 words) focusing on the following questions:
· When you started your foreign language class, what was your overall emotional feeling? Were you challenged? Unmotivated? Was the course too easy?

· How did you feel about your group mates? Was the group motivating, or boring? Analyze why you had this perception. What was causing it? Was it your own attitude, or the teacher’s style, or the makeup of the group?

Your work will be assessed according to the following criteria :

· Task fulfilment (adhering to the requirements, punctuality, degree of frankness)

· Adequate support with examples (personal experiences of learning a foreign language)

· Quality of reflection (signs of critical thinking and ability to self-evaluate)q

· Ability to relate own experience to inputs on the course




3. Language Learning Profile
	Sample Task 

Choose a learner in Year 1 and get her/him to agree to cooperate
· Interview her/him about Language Learning experience

· Observe her/his learning habits in and out of class

· Share her/his learning logs from Year 1

· Look at samples of writing

· Note and discuss errors in speaking and writing

Write a Language Learning profile (500+ words) of this learner, including everything you found about her/him.
Your writing will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

· Task fulfilment (adhering to word limit, clarity and the appropriateness of the presented assumptions, facts, and judgments; relevance of style )

· Organization (logical organizational structure which includes: introduction, body and conclusion) 

· Adequate support with examples 

· Quality of reflection (signs of critical thinking)
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