PRESETT Curriculum Reform Project                                         Assessment specifications:  Listening and Speaking 2

LISTENING AND SPEAKING 2 
Assessment specifications
1. DEBATES 

Roles 

· Group chooses a hot topic according to the syllabus. For example, Human cloning should be legalized in Uzbekistan. 

· Proposing team – 4 speakers 

· Opposing team – 4 speakers 

· One moderator

· Time-keeper 

· 2-3 judges 

Debate procedure:

1. Moderator introduces the topic and the speakers of the proposing and opposing teams as well as the judges.  

2. Proposing speaker 1 speaks for 3 minutes stating the position of the team, outlining main arguments and presenting the first argument. 

3. Opposing speaker 1 speaks for 3 minutes stating the position of the team, outlining main arguments and presenting the first argument. 

4. Proposing speaker 2 speaks for 2 minutes presenting argument 2. 

5. Opposing speaker 2 speaks for 2 minutes presenting argument 2. 

6. Proposing speaker 3 speaks for 2 minutes presenting argument 3. 

7. Opposing speaker 3 speaks for 2 minutes presenting argument 3. 

8. Proposing speaker 4 rebuts the arguments of the opposing team for 2 minutes. 

9. Opposing speaker 4 rebuts the arguments of the opposing team for 2 minutes. 

10. Moderator announces question and answer period for 10 minutes. 

11. Moderator gives the floor to the judges.

12. Judges announce the results of the debate. 

13. Moderator closes the debate. 

Criteria for assessment 

	Task response (e.g. timing, visual aids, for speakers – presenting and supporting an argument, judges – evaluating and justifying opinion, moderator – facilitating the discussion) 
	10%

	Accuracy 
	5%

	Fluency 
	5%

	Structure, signposting and coherence of ideas
	5%

	Appropriate use of language in a formal setting
	5%

	Total:
	30%


2. SIMULATIONS 

Roles: 

· Group chooses a hot topic according to the syllabus. For example, Nature or Nurture: how to bring up a genius-child.

· 3-4 students are appointed as guests for the Talk show. They can choose roles in accordance with the topic. For example, for the above topic roles might be a mother of a genius child, a psychologist, a teacher, a famous scholar. 

· 1 presenter who should lead the TV show. 

· Others act as audience. 

Talk show procedure: 

· Presenter introduces the topic of the Talk show and invites the guests (2 min). 

· Guest 1 states his/her position and justifies the decision (2 min). 

· Others ask questions, comments on Guest 1 answers. Presenter facilitates the process (5 min). 

· Guest 2 states his/her position and justifies the decision (2 min). 

· Others ask questions, comments on Guest 2 answers. Presenter facilitates the process (5 min). 

· Guest 3 states his/her position and justifies the decision (2 min). 

· Others ask questions, comments on Guest 3 answers and so on. Presenter facilitates the process (5 min). 

· Presenter closes the Talk show (2 min). 

Criteria for assessment 

	Interaction (turn-taking, asking and answering questions, introducing new ideas)
	5%

	Fluency
	5%

	Appropriate use of language in a semi-formal setting
	5%

	Total:
	15%


3. ROUND-TABLE DISCUSSIONS

Procedure: 

· Teacher or students choose a topic for round-table discussion based on the syllabus, for example, How to improve students’ motivation. 

· If in the group there are more than 8-9 people you can divide them into two groups and have 2 round-table discussions in turns on the same or different topic. 

· One of the group members is nominated as a moderator, whose task is to chair the discussion, to simulate the discussion and keep it on track, to prevent conflicts between the members, to make sure that every member has a chance to speak up. 

· The moderator introduces the problematic issue and invites suggestions from the group members. 

· The discussion lasts for 30 minutes. 

· At the end the moderator summarises the discussion. 

	Task response (e.g. timing, for speakers – presenting and supporting an argument, moderator – facilitating the discussion) 
	3%

	Interaction (turn-taking, asking and answering questions, introducing new ideas)
	2%

	Fluency 
	3%

	Appropriate use of language in a semi-formal setting
	2%

	Total:
	10%


4. PRESENTATIONS

Students prepare 5 minute presentation individually on a topic of personal or professional interest. The following topics can be recommended: 

· My future profession 
· Public speaking 

· IT in learning and teaching English

· ...
Assessment criteria:

	Task response (e.g. timing, relevance of the content to the topic) 
	4%

	Accuracy 
	4%

	Fluency 
	4%

	Coherence and cohesion (structure (intro, body, conclusion), signposting and coherence of ideas, appropriate use of language in a formal setting
	4%

	Body language (voice projection, eye-contact, posture, use of visual aids etc.)
	4%

	Total
	20%


5. GIVING PEER FEEDBACK
For this task students should record an interview with their friend and give feedback to each other. 

Suggest your students to take the following steps:

1. Find a friend and make arrangements for the recording (on mobile phone, tape-recorder, etc.)

2. In turns interview each other for about 10 min. Ask your peer his opinion on two of the following:

· smoking in public places

· the environment

· violence in films

· traffic in your city

· separate education for boys and girls

· your perfect place to live 

· the typical characteristics of a person from your country 

· your experience of learning English 

· the responsibilities and working conditions  of your ideal job. 

3. Then listen to the recording and evaluate your peer’s speech taking notes in the form below. You can agree with your peer to add any other criteria you would like to focus on.  
4.  Give oral constructive and non-judgmental feedback to your peer and record it as well. 
5. Submit the recordings and the completed feedback form. 

Criteria for assessment 

	Ability to peer-evaluate using the criteria
	5%

	Ability to give peer feedback 
	5%

	Ability to suggest ways for improvement
	5%

	Total
	15%


	FORM FOR GIVING FEEDBACK 


	Criteria 
	Score 
	Notes



	Content

Has the topic been covered?

Is the content relevant to the topic/task?


	
	

	Support

Are the ideas supported by examples, facts, statistics, own experience? 


	
	

	Fluency 

Is the speech smooth and free of too many pauses?

Is the speed of speech natural? 

Does intonation vary when necessary (e.g. while asking questions, showing surprise) 
	
	

	Coherence and cohesion 

Are the ideas logically linked?

Are the linking words used correctly?
	
	

	Range of grammar and vocabulary

Aren’t certain words/expressions/structures repeated all the time?

Are the chosen grammar and vocabulary appropriate to the addressed audience (classmates, teachers, customers and so on)? 
	
	

	Accuracy 

Is the speech free of grammar mistakes? 

Is the pronunciation clear and correct? 
	
	

	Other (please specify)

	
	

	Other (please specify)


	
	


6. LISTENING TEST
· Listening passages:

· 2 listening passages of different text types, e.g. 1 is a dialogue and another is a lecture 
· The first passage can be 1-2 minutes in length, while the next one (lecture) can be longer – 5-7 minutes. 
· Tasks:

· Different types of tasks, e.g. multiple choice, sentence/table completion, True/False/Not Given, note-taking, etc. But for one listening text there should be no more than two different task types.

· 20 items (10 items for each listening passage)

· Time: 30 minutes

· Before each listening passage 1 minute should be allowed for students to look through the questions

· After each listening passage 5 minutes should be given for students to write/organise their answers on the answer sheet/exam paper.
Sample task on listening and note-taking:

Listen to the lecture by Ms Beth Handman on how children learn social behaviour from the family and take notes in the sheet below. You can use up to 5 words for each underlined space. 
	Ms Beth Handman: Family lessons 

	Part One: Rewards and Punishments

	Main ideas
	Details

	I. Type of family (traditional or non-traditional) is not as important as love and support at home
	

	II. Three ways children learn social behaviour from their families: 
· rewards 

· punishments
· Q1__________

	

	III. Children learn good behaviour through rewards.
	· Q2 defined as _______________

___________________________ 
· Q3 eat vegetables – then _______ 
· Q4 _____ __________ – then ____ 

· Q5 children get _______________


	IV. Another way children learn to behave is through punishments.
	· Q6 second important way that children are _______________
· Q7 Parents stop children from _____________

· Q8 Parents don’t let children ______________



	V. Rewards and punishments are controversial. 
	· Q9 Some rewards are not necessary like bribes – e.g. ____________________________
· Q10________________________
doesn’t teach children anything. 

· If parents are violent, children may become violent 


Key: 
1. Modelling 

2. Positive reinforcement for good behaviour

3. Ice cream

4. Finish homework, TV

5. Gifts for good behaviour

6. Socialised

7. Going out with friends

8. Watch TV 

9. Take out garbage, get cookie

10. Hitting on hand/ spanking 
(Based on Sanabria K. (2004) Academic Listening Encounters. Life in Society. CUP, 
Chapter 1, p. 13, Step 2.)

7. REFLECTION AND ACTION PLANNING 
Write a reflective essay of about 200 words using the following points: 

1. The level you think you have reached according to the CEFR in terms of listening, spoken production and spoken interaction (please give examples).

2. Describe any problems you have with listening, spoken interaction and spoken production. 

3. The level you would like to achieve by the end of Year 4. Describe what exactly you would like to be able to do at each skill: listening, spoken production and spoken interaction. 
4. Describe how you are going to achieve your objectives, specific actions you are going to take for that. 

Criteria for assessment 

	Ability to self-assess 
	4%

	Ability to recognise own problems
	3%

	Ability to set realistic objectives and action plans
	3%

	Total
	10%
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