PRESETT Curriculum Reform Project                                                             Assessment specifications: Vocabulary 2

VOCABULARY 2 
Assessment specifications

1. Class and homework tasks:

· Tasks focussing on active use of vocabulary should be on the use of vocabulary for communication (e.g. text/table completion, labelling, interview, etc.)
· Tasks focussing on passive recognition of meaning should be on inferring meaning of vocabulary from context (e.g. matching, word-formation, etc.)
Assessment criteria 

· Appropriate use of vocabulary in context

· Range of vocabulary (see Indicative content in Vocabulary Course Description)

· Task fulfilment

· Fluency

· Recognition of meanings of words in context

· Use of appropriate vocabulary building strategies

2. Use of resources (dictionaries and concordances) for exploring use of vocabulary in context

	Get the concordance of the word ’note’ on www.lextutor.ca/concordancers and list all the meanings for that word using the example sentences in the concordance. Compare your answers with the definitions given in the dictionary. 


Criteria for assessment 

	Ability to understand the use of words in context
	5%

	Ability to find required vocabulary in dictionaries and concordances
	5%

	Ability to analyse the use of vocabulary in dictionaries and concordances
	5%

	Total
	15%


3. Tests

Progress and Final Tests should be based both on knowledge of vocabulary covered during the semester as well as on strategies developed. 

a. Knowledge based tasks: these should focus on students’ ability to use the vocabulary covered during the semester in communication

b. Strategy based tasks: these should focus on the strategies students use for dealing with vocabulary, e.g. strategies for guessing meaning of the word from context/based on its grammatical form, use of parallel expressions (synonyms, antonyms, etc) for avoiding repetition, associating words, etc.  

1. Tests have several text-based tasks using different test methods (multiple choice, open/banked gap filling, matching, error identification/correction etc.)

2. Each task should be based on a separate text and have several questions/items (see sample tasks below).

3. Texts for text-based tasks should be on the topics covered during the semester. These should be the new texts that students haven’t worked with before.

4. Difficulty level of the texts should be similar to the ones which students have worked with so far

5. Length of the texts: 100-250 words each.

6. Instructions to tasks should be clear.

7. There should be an example at the beginning of each task to help students how to complete the task.

8. Focus of questions/items in tasks should be on the elements of Indicative Content covered so far (see Vocabulary Course Description)

9. Correct answer for a question/item is assigned with 1 point, wrong answer is assigned with 0 point.

10. Keys for open gap filling, word formation and error identification tasks may have more than one correct answer for each question/item.

Sample Progress and Final Test Tasks:
1. Banked gap filling

Task 1

Read the text below and fill in the gaps 1-5 using the words in the box. There are more words than you need. There is an example (0) at the beginning of the text.

	a) another
	b) at
	c) extra
	d) though 

	e) to
	f) too
	g) wonderful
	h) wondering


Dear Harry, 

Since I won’t be able to send you (0) ___a___ letter soon, happy birthday. I am having a great time here with Viktor (1) ______ his house, I hope you are doing well with your aunt and uncle. Even (2) ______ I’ve been with Viktor, I have been doing a lot of thinking, especially about what Dumbledore said last year. Since You-Know-Who (most wizards were (3) ______ afraid to use Voldemort’s real name, so they said ‘You-Know-Who’ instead) is back, you’ll have to be (4) ______ careful since you do seem to run into him often. I’ve also been (5) ______ about what the jobs are that Dumbledore sent everyone to do. I guess we’ll find out this September. 

Sincerely, 

Hermione

Key: 1b, 2d, 3f, 4c, 5h
Focus: this type of task focuses on student’s knowledge of vocabulary items from the vocabulary list. The strategy that students apply in this task is recognition of the word which should be used in the given context: deciding whether the word suits the gap semantically (meaning) and grammatically (form).

2. Multiple choice

Task 1

Read the text below. Then circle the appropriate letter (a, b, c or d) for each gap in the text. There is an example at the beginning (0).
Dear Harry, 

Since I won’t be able to send you (0) ___c___ letter soon, happy birthday. I am having a great time here with Viktor (1) ______ his house, I hope you are doing well with your aunt and uncle. Even (2) ______ I’ve been with Viktor, I have been doing a lot of thinking, especially about what Dumbledore said last year. Since You-Know-Who (most wizards were (3) ______ afraid to use Voldemort’s real name, so they said ‘You-Know-Who’ instead) is back, you’ll have to be (4) ______ careful since you do seem to run into him often. I’ve also been (5) ______ about what the jobs are that Dumbledore sent everyone to do. I guess we’ll find out this September. 

Sincerely, 

Hermione

0  a) other

b) none

c) another

d) neither

1  a)  at

b)  in


c) on


d)  to

2  a)  since

b)  though

c) for


d)  as

3  a)  moreover
b)  besides

c) else 

d)  too

4  a)  extra

b)  added

c) spare

d)  farther

5  a)  wondered
b)  wonderful

c)  wondering

d)  wonder

Key: 1a, 2b, 3d, 4a, 5c 

Focus: this type of task focuses on student’s knowledge of vocabulary items from the options. The strategy that students apply in this task is recognition of the word which should be used in the given context: deciding whether the word suits the gap semantically (meaning) and grammatically (form).

3. Open gap filling

Read the text below. Some words are missing from the text. Use only one word to complete each gap. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Dear Harry, 

Since I won’t be able to send you (0) _another_ letter soon, happy birthday. I am having a great time here with Viktor (1) ______ his house, I hope you are doing well with your aunt and uncle. Even (2) ______ I’ve been with Viktor, I have been doing a lot of thinking, especially about what Dumbledore said last year. Since You-Know-Who (most wizards were (3) ______ afraid to use Voldemort’s real name, so they said ‘You-Know-Who’ instead) is back, you’ll have to be (4) ______ careful since you do seem to run into him often. I’ve also been (5) ______ about what the jobs are that Dumbledore sent everyone to do. I guess we’ll find out this September. 

Sincerely, 

Hermione

Key: 1 at, 2 though, 3 too, 4 extra/more/super, 5 wondering/thinking

Focus: this type of task focuses on student’s ability to recall the words. The strategy that students apply in this task is recalling the word which should be used in the given context from their memory and deciding whether the word suits the gap semantically (meaning) and grammatically (form).

4. Word formation

Read the text below. Some words are missing from the text. Change the words in the brackets to complete each gap. Write only one word on each line. Spelling is important in this task; the answer must contain no spelling errors to be accepted as correct. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Dear Harry, 

Since I won’t be able to send you another letter soon, happy birthday. I am (0) __having_ (have) a great time here with Viktor at his house, I hope you are doing well with your aunt and uncle. Even though I’ve been with Viktor, I have been doing a lot of (1) ______ (think), especially about what Dumbledore said last year. Since You-Know-Who (most wizards were too afraid to use Voldemort’s real name, so they said ‘You-Know-Who’ instead) is back, you’ll have to be extra (2) ______ (care) since you do seem to run into him often. I’ve also been wondering about what the jobs are that Dumbledore sent everyone to do. I guess we’ll find out this September. 

Sincerely, 

Hermione



Key: 1 thinking, 2 careful

Focus: this type of task focuses on student’s knowledge of form and use of vocabulary items. The strategy that students apply in this task is deciding which from of the word suits the gap semantically (meaning) and grammatically (form).

5. Matching (synonyms/antonyms, words/set phrases/idioms/phrasal verbs with their definitions, varieties, abbreviations, level of formality, text analysis)

Read the text and find the words/phrases which mean:

1. returned __________

2. meet unexpectedly __________

3. learn something new __________

Dear Harry, 

Since I won’t be able to send you another letter soon, happy birthday. I am having a great time here with Viktor at his house, I hope you are doing well with your aunt and uncle. Even though I’ve been with Viktor, I have been doing a lot of thinking, especially about what Dumbledore said last year. Since You-Know-Who (most wizards were too afraid to use Voldemort’s real name, so they said ‘You-Know-Who’ instead) is back, you’ll have to be extra careful since you do seem to run into him often. I’ve also been wondering about what the jobs are that Dumbledore sent everyone to do. I guess we’ll find out this September. 

Sincerely, 

Hermione

Key: 1 is back, 2 run into, 3 find out

Focus: this type of task focuses on student’s knowledge of vocabulary items used in the text. The strategy that students apply in this task is finding the words with similar meanings used in the text.

4. Reflection

· Tasks should focus on students’ reflection on and analysis of their own vocabulary building strategies

	Write about 300 words based on one the following:

Reflect on how you learned vocabulary throughout the course and comment on the strategies you used. Were they effective or not and why? Give examples to support your points. 


· Criteria for assessment 

	Task response (number of words, relevance)
	5%

	Ability to reflect on the learning experience and analyse vocabulary building strategies used.
	5%

	Support
	3%

	Coherence and cohesion
	2%

	Total
	15%
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