PRESETT Curriculum Reform project                                           Assessment specifications: Classroom Language

CLASSROOM LANGUAGE
Assessment specifications

Specifications for observation-based reflection
	You will be required to write a report on one of the following aspects of classroom language and use of non-verbal means of communication. Choose a focus of observation from the options given below:

· Giving instructions

· Eliciting: teacher prompts

· Teacher roles and their corresponding learner roles

· Openings and closures

· Attending to the learners

· (Add your own)

Your teacher will provide you with an appropriate observation form according to your choice.

You need to adhere to the following requirements:

1. Arrange time for observation (find out appropriate class; get permission from a teacher in advance)

2. Be ready to observe (read appropriate literature according to the focus of observation; get information about the group profile you are going to observe; have a watch and observation form available; decide where to sit depending on the focus of observation) 

3. Observe a class (be on time; do not distract Ss’ attention; make notes)

4. Write a report (550-600 words) answering the following questions:

· What was your focus of observation? Why did you choose it?

· What was difficult to follow during the observation?

· What did you learn from this observation?

· If you were conducting this lesson what would you have done as a teacher?

Your work will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

· Task fulfilment (keeping to word limit, presented grounded assumptions, suggesting appropriate and original ideas, punctuality)

· Organisation (logical organisational structure)

· Adequate support with examples

· Quality of reflection (demonstrating signs of critical thinking)


Sample Observation Forms
Openings and Closures

	
	Teacher language
	Non-verbal signals
	Teacher language analysed
	Interactive pattern

	Opening 1


	
	
	T enters, chats to S

T greets whole class
	T – S

T – C



	Closure 1
	
	
	T reminds Ss homework
	T – C




Attending to the Learner

Seating arrangement

	
	F


	M


	M


	F


	

	F


	
	M

	F


	
	M

	F


	
	F

	M


	
	F


Attending strategies: 

Name (N)

Nod (↓)

Smile (☺)

Eye contact (☼)

Reprimanding look (☻)

Touch (T)

Add any new ( )

Eliciting: Teacher Prompts
	Teacher prompts
	Wait time
	Student responses

	“Who can tell me where the Amazon is?”

“Is it in Africa or South America”
	////

//
	“In South America”




Teaching and Learning Roles
	Lesson stage
	Teacher’s role
	Learner’s role
	Comments
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