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Assessment Specifications: Teaching Different Age Groups


TEACHING DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS
Assessment Specifications
Observation-based report
You are expected to observe a class and write a report. Please, remember that you should observe two lessons with learners of different ages (can be primary and secondary; secondary and college students; pre-school and primary; etc), so as to compare and contrast your findings. 
During the observation:

· Describe the class 
· Note down all the T’s instructions.
· Note down all the students’ activities

After you have finished with the task answer the following additional questions:

· What is your overall impression?

· What similarities and differences have you noticed in terms of methods and management?

· If you were given an opportunity in which class you would prefer to teach? Why?

Your report will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

· Task response (having all the questions answered, punctuality)

· Adequate support with specific examples

· Signs of critical thinking and self-reflection

Case Study on Materials Adaptation 

You will be given several case studies on adapting activities to different age students. Your task is to give reasonable solutions based on your knowledge of the main principles of teaching different age groups and materials adaptation.

 Situations on the problem of student ages:

Situation 1 

“I am currently teaching a group of 13-14 year olds an upper-intermediate level course. We are using a course book designed for older teenagers and adults so adaptation is an important part of lesson planning. The main thing to bear in mind when adapting tasks is to think about how you can make the task more real for the student. Last week we were writing formal letters, something which none of the students had ever done in their lifetime and therefore they needed a lot of support. After looking at several models of formal letters we turned to the task in the book which was a letter to complain about the service received from a tour operator on a recent holiday. This was obviously something they would be very unlikely to do even in their own language. How can I adapt this task? ”
Situation 2

“Imagine that you are teaching prepositions to adults but you have a picture of a bedroom with toys strewn all over the place and a few children playing. It is presented in an infantile style - not what adults would normally warm to for classroom material! How can I present this material?”
Situation 3

“I had a group of 10 year old students who needed to practice present simple for likes, dislikes and everyday activities in a 'free stage' environment (with minimal teacher interference). I found some adult material that required them to share information from role play cards, then use a kind of scale of preference to find their ideal romantic partner. It was going to be time consuming and complicated to explain, and the group was multilingual, so there was no chance of going into the mother language. What should I do?”
Your suggested solution should meet the following requirements:

· should be well organised and realistic

· should demonstrate adequate knowledge of the main characteristics of different age groups

· should be supported by appropriate examples or illustrations

Lesson Plan 

You will be required to develop a 45 minute-lesson plan according to characteristics and lesson implications below. Note that you are free to choose 1 out of 3 age groups.

· The first is the very young ones i.e. aged from 7 years (and less). These children have a very limited vocabulary and have not even mastered the grammar of their mother tongue. They have shorter attention span, are very curious, have lots of imagination, are easily distracted, full of energy and want to do things themselves.

With this in mind, the techniques applied are lessons with short stories, rhymes, songs as well as lots of repetition.

· The second group is the 8 to 12 years old. Some of the characteristics of this group are: fast growing children, interested in varied activities, and love to discover things. They are interested in facts - like history and geography, and are very creative. They also like to read, write, pretend, imitate and want adult approval and are in the “age of activity”.

Hence since they respond well to being asked to use their imagination, they may well be involved in puzzle-like activities, making things, drawings things, in games, in physical movement and songs.

· The last group is described as the early teen i.e. 13 plus. They are in the “age of change”, a transition from childhood to adulthood. These children have a keen mind, a need to be challenged to learn, are often unmotivated, self conscious, and searching for individual identity. Though they may be unwilling to take risks or experiment with language, they have a great capacity to learn and a great potential for creativity.

Hence the teacher’s work is to “provoke student engagement with relevant materials” without hurting their self-esteem.
Based on the descriptions above work out imaginary student profiles (information about students: number, gender, level, etc.)  

Your lesson plans will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

Lesson plan

· demonstrates the understanding of basic concepts of language development in young learners  

· identifies appropriate aims for lesson 
· appropriately staged and varied 

· uses materials / tasks and activities appropriate to the age / level of the learners
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