“On Measures for the Further Improvement of the Postgraduate Education System” (Resolution No. 304 of May 22, 2017, by the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan)
The document outlines a comprehensive reform of the postgraduate education system in Uzbekistan, aligning it with the Presidential Decree No. DP-4958 dated February 16, 2017. The primary objective is to modernize and enhance the quality of training for highly qualified academic and scientific-pedagogical personnel.
The resolution establishes a legal and institutional framework for postgraduate education, introducing updated structures and clearer definitions. It specifies the organization and functioning of various forms of postgraduate study: base doctoral studies (PhD), doctoral studies (DSc), and independent research (for those pursuing either degree). An initial preparatory stage, termed “intern-researcher,” is also formalized as a gateway to structured doctoral education.
A critical advancement within the reform is the approval of standardized documentation, including state-recognized diplomas for PhD and DSc degrees, as well as academic titles such as associate professor and senior researcher. Furthermore, the resolution ensures the synchronization of newly introduced procedures with existing normative-legal acts within one month of implementation.
The document also introduces a centralized electronic system designed to streamline admissions and monitor the progress of postgraduate candidates, thereby promoting transparency and efficiency in administrative processes. The responsibility for overseeing adherence to the updated requirements is vested in the Higher Attestation Commission (OAK), in coordination with relevant ministries and departments.
Key elements of admission procedures include mandatory possession of a master’s degree (or equivalent) and field-specific alignment between prior qualifications and the intended research area. Additional exams are required in cases of interdisciplinary transitions. The resolution also addresses admission rules for foreign citizens, ensuring equality for stateless persons residing in Uzbekistan and allowing foreign investors and their families educational rights equivalent to local citizens.
Furthermore, academic supervision is emphasized as crucial for ensuring research quality. PhD candidates are assigned scientific advisors, while DSc aspirants may work with or without consultants. Regulations limit the number of mentees per advisor to maintain quality guidance, with exceptions granted based on past supervisory success or for foreign candidates.
Finally, the resolution outlines the conditions and documentation necessary for establishing new postgraduate institutions under scientific or educational organizations. Accreditation of these institutions is delegated to the State Inspectorate for Quality Control of Education, while the Ministry of Innovative Development coordinates strategic planning for training scientific personnel.
In essence, this legislative act represents a significant step toward establishing a modern, transparent, and internationally competitive system of postgraduate education in Uzbekistan.


RESOLUTION   OF THE CABINET OF MINISTERS OF THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN
ON MEASURES FOR THE FURTHER IMPROVEMENT OF THE POSTGRADUATE EDUCATION SYSTEM
· Purpose of the Document:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Resolution No. 304 (May 22, 2017) aims to reform and enhance Uzbekistan’s postgraduate education system.
· Implements Presidential Decree No. DP-4958 (February 16, 2017).
· Structural Reforms:
· Introduces a standardized system for postgraduate education:
· Base doctoral studies (PhD)
· Doctoral studies (DSc)
· Independent research
· Intern-researcher stage (preparatory phase)
· Official Documentation:
· Approves standardized state diplomas and academic titles (e.g., PhD, DSc, associate professor, senior researcher).
· Legal and Administrative Measures:
· Mandates harmonization of existing regulations with the new system within one month.
· Introduces a centralized electronic system for:
· Admissions
· Tracking research progress
· Oversight and Regulation:
· The Higher Attestation Commission (OAK) is responsible for implementing and monitoring compliance.
· Coordination with relevant ministries and departments is required.
· Admission Requirements:
· Candidates must hold a master’s degree or equivalent.
· Fields of prior education must align with the intended research area.
· Additional exams are required for interdisciplinary applicants.
· International Participation:
· Equal rights granted to stateless persons residing in Uzbekistan.
· Foreign investors and their families have access to education on par with citizens.
· Scientific Supervision:
· PhD candidates must have academic supervisors.
· DSc candidates may optionally have consultants.
· Limits imposed on the number of mentees per advisor to maintain supervision quality.
· Exceptions allowed for successful or international supervisors.
· Institutional Development:
· Defines procedures for establishing postgraduate institutions under scientific or educational bodies.
· Accreditation managed by the State Inspectorate for Quality Control of Education.
· Ministry of Innovative Development oversees long-term planning for scientific personnel training.


